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What You Need to Know 

Useful Information 
 
FEMA offers a free online 

course 1S-1103 Elevation 

Certificates for Surveyors, 

which details how to properly 

complete an elevation certifi-

cate.  

 

The FEMA Elevation  

Certificate Instructions and 

the CRS Elevation  

Certificate Checklist 
(pictured opposite) are useful 

documents to  

ensure proper completion of 

Elevation Certificates 

 

To ask questions and get in-

formation about flood insur-

ance, call the National Flood 

Insurance Program Help Cen-

ter at 1-800-427-4661. 

 

If you have any questions 

about which document you 

need to submit, please  

contact Meagan Patrick at the 

Department of  

Planning and Zoning 

(410) 770-8030 



What’s the Difference? 
 
An Elevation Certificate is 

FEMA form 086-0-33 (or the 

most recent edition). Surveyed 

elevations and other data  

pertinent to a property and a 

building are recorded on this 

form to certify as-built  

elevation of insurable  

structures above main sea level. 

 

A Certificate of Elevation 

Compliance is a Talbot County 

approved form completed by a 

licensed surveyor on which 

surveyed elevations and other 

data pertinent to a property 

are identified to certify as-built 

elevation above mean sea level.  

Elevation Certificates  vs. Certification of Elevation Compliance 

How do I know which 

one I need? 
 
Elevation Certificates should be 

completed for any insurable 

structure located in the Special 

Flood Hazard Area (SFHA) such 

as: 
 New Residential or Commercial 

 Certain Lateral Additions 

 Substantial Improvements 

 Manufactured Homes 

 
 

Certificates of Elevation should 

be completed for items in the 

floodplain that may not be  

insured, but must comply with 

elevation requirements such as: 
 Pool Equipment 

 Tanks 

 Mechanicals 

Elevation Certificate 

Submission Agreement 

 
Submitted with an application 

for a structure that must be 

elevated 

 

Requires the submission of 

two elevation certificates 

completed by licensed  

engineer or licensed surveyor.  
 

 The first elevation certificate is 

submitted upon the comple-

tion of the top of foundation 

block or placement of the  

lowest floor, whichever is 

lower, prior to further vertical 

construction. 

 The second elevation         

certificate is submitted prior to 

final  inspection  


